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A day long symposium reflecting on 
Public Art in a rural context

Friday 4th September 2020
Glór, Ennis. Co. Clare
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A consideration of rural art practices and 
cultural imagination in a rural context.

Gaining Ground, the latest phase in Clare 
County Council’s public art programme 
2017-2020, culminates in a daylong 
symposium, where artist practitioners 
and curators examine how place, and 
creating work with the ‘local’ as a starting 
point, can provide a platform for highly 
innovative and challenging work. Gaining 
Ground presents multiple visions of the 
rural and taps into the rich vein of stimuli 
artists are exploring, while working in a 
rural context.

The Symposium will hear from a wide range of 
artists working in a variety of public art contexts, 
a number of whom created projects for the Gaining 
Ground public art programme 2019 – 2020.

Panel members will discuss  and explore the following themes.

• Environment & Sustainability

• Heritage, History & Memory

• Changing Communities

• Creative Approaches To Commissioning Public Art Projects

Moderator 
Helen Carroll broadcaster, journalist and presenter of RTE’s Ear to the Ground. 

Who Should Attend?
• Artists interested in hearing about innovative approaches to public 

art and public engagement. 

• Those interested in community development and creative 

engagement with local communities. 

Friday 4th September 2020
10.30am – 4.30pm
Glór, Ennis. Co. Clare.

Admission is free but booking is required. 
To book your place please go to: 
www.glor.ie
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Sarah Clancy 
Is a poet and community activist and is the Coordinator of Clare Public 
Participation Network. 

Lisa Fingleton
Lisa is an artist, filmmaker, writer and grower. Her book The Local Food 
Project explores the power of growing and eating local organic food in the 
context of climate change and biodiversity loss. Incorporating drawings, 
photography and text, the book is filled with ideas and actions for people 
who think global and want to act local. Lisa believes that radical, creative 
and transformational change is needed and that the role of artists is critical at 
this time.

Tom Flanagan
Tom’s art practice focuses primarily on the filmic image and its possibilities 
in relation to the characteristics of the cinematographic system and 
installation experience. In Kilnaboy, Co Clare he led an artist led Folk Radio 
project in collaboration with local communities which explored unique social 
histories, cultures, and creativity of this vibrant rural region, interweaving 
the relationship between people, place and landscape through original 
recordings, sonic spaces, conversations, interviews, live music and 
experimental works developed and produced by at the X-PO in Kilnaboy. 
Folk Radio was commissioned through Gaining Ground.

Gareth Kennedy
Gareth’s work explores the social agency of the handcrafted in the 21st 
century and generates ‘communities of interest’ around the production and 
performance of new material cultures. 

Godknows
The Shannon based musician and producer has been described “as the 
rapper with the all-knowing eye and the flow to turn sharp observations into 
sharp lines.” His work  seeks to keep pushing buttons and boundaries. 
In his home town, through Gaining Ground, he worked on the Clout 9 project, 
that brought together young people who produced a multi-media music 
project looking at their at their hometown through  the Twitter sphere. The 
song produced has been playlisted on all major radio stations in Ireland. 

Sean Lynch
Sean has a specific interest in history and geography and how art might 
investigate, critique and further understand the places we construct and 
inhabit. In Clare, his Gaining Ground project, Men Who Eat Ringforts, 
involved a collaboration with folklorists Eddie Linehan and Michael Holly, 
environmentalist Sinead Mercier and an overview of centuries of Ordnance 
Survey Maps.

Mary Mc Auliffe
Mary McAuliffe is an Arts Advisor & Cultural Planning Specialist, with an MA 
in European Cultural Planning, De Montfort University, Leicester UK and a 
Post Grad Dip. in Arts Administration from UCD. She has over twenty-five 
years’ experience working in the public sector, where previous roles include, 
Arts Officer with Waterford Corporation, Head of Arts for Sligo County 
Council, Project Leader at the Creative Sligo Initiative and Project Manager 
of Sligo’s Cultural Quarter Strategy. Mary works as a strategic planner for 
the arts and cultural sector and was recently appointed as the Arts Council’s 
Public Art Policy Advisor. 

Siobhán Mulcahy
Arts Officer with Clare County Council for over 20 years, Siobhán insitgated 
and designed the Gaining Ground Commissioning Programme. 

Pauline O’Connell
Pauline is a visual artist, curator and educator based in rural County Kilkenny.  
Pauline studied Fine Art, Mixed Media at DLIADT (1988-92) and received 
a 1st class M.A. in Social Practice and the Creative Environment at LSAD 
(2012).  She is completing a PhD at the University of Amsterdam, School 
of Heritage, Memory and Material Culture, where her practice-led, (auto)
ethnographic research uses a range of media, including sound, video, 
photography, drawing, installation, and text, to focus on post-rural identity.  

Augustine O’Donoghue
Augustine’s practice engages with concepts of local and global socio-
political issues. She has worked with travellers, immigrant workers, women’s 
groups and social organisations in Ireland, Latin America and Africa.
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Kevin O Dwyer
Kevin initiated and curated Lough Boora International Sculpture Symposium 
in 2002. He continued to curate and direct Sculpture in the Parklands 
(now Lough Boora Discovery Park) until 2010. In 2014 he established 
Blackfoot Pathways: Sculpture in the Wild International Sculpture Park in 
rural Montana. He continues to curate and direct the program, which has 
recently won Montana cultural tourism and heritage awards. His artwork 
reflects his strong interest in ancient landscapes, industrial archaeology 
and architecture. His symposia installations respond to the industrial and 
environmental heritage of the landscape. 

Sally O’Leary 
Curator of the Gaining Ground programme, Sally is currently Arts Officer 
in County Offaly and previously worked in Arts Offices in Mayo and South 
Tipperary.

Vincent O Shea 
Symposium Curator
Vincent has commissioned and project managed one hundred public 
artworks throughout Ireland, in counties Kerry, Limerick and Louth.

Artistic Interventions

Adaptation 

Composed by Ian Wilson. Performed by pianist 
Izumi Kimura and guitarist Joe O’Callaghan
Commissioned through Gaining Ground. 

Adaptation is the result of a year-long project undertaken in and around West 
Clare in 2018/19, investigating possible foreign influences on local culture 
there over the centuries. This naturally ended up focusing on music

Some Destroyed Sites

Dance Film by Katherine O’Malley 
Commissioned through Gaining Ground.

Some Destroyed Sites is a celebration through contemporary dance of the 
pride the community of Shannon have in their town. Choreographed by 
Katherine O’Malley of the Liz Roche Dance Company and performed with 
Ella Clarke, this moving dance was captured on film by Jason Byrne. Inspired 
by interactions with Shannon Active Retirement Group and Wolfe Tones 
Camogie Club, some destroyed sites is a testament to the strength and 
resilience of those who formed the town of Shannon.
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